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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 9-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Holmquist et al . (5,602,846) . 

Regarding claims 1, 10, 14, 18: 

Holmquist et al . disclose a method for maintaining a 
virtual presence of a first remote telephone user in a PBX 
system having a frame relay network connection between two 
endpoint routers while permitting the first remote user to make 
local calls, the method comprising: generating an off hook 
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indicator and transmitting the indicator to the PBX; routing a 
telephone call placed at a remote telephone in accordance with a 
defined protocol other than via the PBX while the off-hook 
indicator is active and the user is still connected to the PBX 
(see col. 7 line 10 to col. 8 line 22 which recite the off -hook 
signal being provided by the PSTN port to the PBX and thereafter 
the simultaneous voice and data SVD modem via the PSTN port is 
used to connect the calling party to the called party whereby 
the data is provided in a frame and col. 1 lines 37-63 which 
recite corporate voice call being directly switched through the 
PBX and outside call being switched through the PSTN clearly 
reads on transmitting off-hook indicator to the PBX and routing 
telephone call other than via the PBX while the off-hook 
indicator is active and still connected to the PBX) ; detecting 
when the routed telephone call is terminated; and removing the 
off -hook indicator from the PBX upon detection of termination 
(see col. 4 lines 39-62 which recite user terminating the call 
by hanging up the telephone and the SVD modem disconnects the 
PSTN ports and hangs -up ) . Further, Holmquist et al . disclose 
said transmitting and signaling mechanisms including software 
instructions resident on a computer- readable medium that when 
executed by a processor modify one or more interface status bits 
in the PBX (see col. 5 lines 39-44 and col. 6 lines 45-49 which 
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recite the use of software on the personal computer for 
informing the status of the LAN connection) , 
Regarding claims 2-3, 7, 13, 17, 19: 

Holmquist et al . disclose wherein transmitting and removing 
are performed by in-band signaling and wherein said in-band 
signaling is in accordance with a Voice over Frame Relay or 
Voice over ATM, ATM Adaptation Layer 2 voice over packet 
protocol; and wherein said transmitting and signaling mechanisms 
are operatively coupled to a PBX station interface associated 
with the PBX (see col. 5 line 45 to col. 6 line 44 which recite 
the use of in-band signaling at the SVD modem which is couple to 
the PBX and col, 7 lines 11-50 which recite voice information 
being provide in a frame clearly reads on voice over frame 
relay) . 

Regarding claims 4-6, 12, 16, 20-21: 

Holmquist et al . disclose wherein said telephone 
call-routing is to a public switched telephone network (PSTN) 
local to the remote telephone; wherein said telephone 
call -routing is to another remote telephone user at the same 
site within the PBX system as the first remote telephone user; 
wherein said call-routing to another remote same-site telephone 
user is performed by a router having the public switched 
telephone network (PSTN) local to the remote telephone and 
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wherein said PSTN is used in said call-routing (see Fig, 1 and 
col. 1 lines 37-63 which recite outside call being routed 
through the PSTN while corporate or local call is though the LAN 
and PBX) . 

Regarding claim 9: 

Holmquist et al . disclose indicating in response to an 
incoming call directed to the remote telephone that the 
telephone is busy generally from when said off -hook indicator is 
transmitted to when said off -hook indicator is removed (see col, 
4 lines 3 9-62 which recite user 1 hanging up upon detecting that 
user 2 is busy and does not answer) . 
Regarding claims 11, 15: 

Holmquist et al . disclose wherein said routing mechanism is 
responsive to a predefined dialing sequence received from the 
PBX-connected telephone (see col. 5 line 45 to col. 6 line 44 
which recite using a predefined sequence for querying the PBX 
for the telephone number of PSTN port) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U-S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Holmquist et al. (5,602,846) in view of Brilla 
et al, (6, 389,276) • 

Regarding claim 8 : 

For claim 8, Holmquist et al- disclose the apparatus and 
method described in paragraph 3 of this office action, 
Holmquist et al . disclose all the subject matter of the claimed 
invention with the exception of forwarding an incoming call 
directed to the remote telephone to a voice mailbox generally 
from a time when said transmitting occurs to a time when said 
removing occurs . 

Brilla et al • from the same or similar fields of endeavor 
teach that it is known to provide the step of forwarding an 
incoming call directed to the remote telephone to a voice 
mailbox generally from a time when said transmitting occurs to a 
time when said removing occurs (see col. 7 lines 8-22 which 
recite the PBX forwarding the incoming call to the voicemail 
system upon detecting a busy or no answer condition) . Thus, it 
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would have been obvious to the person having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the step 
of forwarding an incoming call directed to the remote telephone 
to a voice mailbox generally from a time when said transmitting 
occurs to a time when said removing occurs as taught by Brilla 
et al. in the communications apparatus and method network of 
Holmquist et al . The step of forwarding an incoming call 
directed to the remote telephone to a voice mailbox generally 
from a time when said transmitting occurs to a time when said 
removing can be implemented by connecting the voicemail system 
of Brilla et al- to the PBX of Holmquist et al . The motivation 
for providing voicemail system as taught by Brilla et al . in the 
communication apparatus and method of Holmquist et al . being 
that it provides the desirable added feature of storing the 
incoming voice mail when the user is busy on another line or 
off -hook at the receiving end. 

Conclusion 

6 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
Dunn et al, disclose user invocation of services in public 
switched telephone network via parallel data networks. 
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Wakerly et al. disclose digital timeslot and signaling bus in a 
digital PBX switch. 

Jones et al . disclose voice over internet protocol telephone 
system and method. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Shick C. 
Hom whose telephone number is 571-272-3173. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday with alternate Fridays 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Seema Rao can be 
reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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